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were an upright, thorough, massive race, not made of
too fine a clay and wanting rather on the aesthetic
side ;  a want sure to strike the more finely strung
senses of an Italian.
:    It is certain that the fourteenth century  was- in
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many respects the epoch when the Hansa cities
flourished most actively. Neither before nor after did
they have so many sided an importance for the whole
life of the German nation. It was a stirring period
in the history of the European continent ; when the